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Historical Notes on the
Polish Brethren Unity

by Przemyslaw Waliszewski and Laura Price

Editor's Note: The author, a medical doctor, was in America as a Fulbright
scholar when he read TSS article about the Polish Brethren Unity (July, '91),
which he refers to a8 “my community.” He submitted this article to provide
some historical background. In his cover letter, Dr, Waliazewaki wrote, ‘T think
that in these days when the Catholic Church tries again to control human
minds, it is & good opportunity to recall how it was in the past.”

The history of the Polish Brethren
Unity 1 connected with the moat
important events of the European Re-
formation. The Unity was founded in
1562 in Krakow (South Poland),

The sixteenth century was o very
drumatic period in European history,
It was a time of religious intolerance,
The Catholic Holy Office pasaed judg-
ment on thousands of innocent pec-
ple. There were two judgments: guilty
or not guilty, but the first one was
often and willingly passed. The Cathe
lic Church hierarchy tried to influence
goience, culture and social life. Every
scientific experiment, every theory,
every troatise had to be confirmed by
the so-called Holy Office as & loyal
one. For example, the Polish astrone-
mer and mathematician, Nicholaa
Copernicus, tried to prove that the
earth revolves around the sun. This
was contradictory to the official
church version. There was & lot of
others such as Giordano Bruno, Gali.
leo, Hus, Luther, Socym, all of whom
suffered some form of persecution for
their beliefs. Some lost life because the
activity was contradictory to the offi-
cial policy of the chureh. Catholic cler
icalism and religious fanaticiem
achieved triumphs.

In this situation many educated,
broad-minded and courageous people
tried o escape being killed, put in jail,
or suffering some other form of perse-
cution, Poland was s tolerant country
in that time, There was a king who
hindered the influence that the Catho
lic hierarchy tried to exert on politics
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and government. This in turn allowed
creativity to flourish and provided a
good environment for philosophers
such as Erasmus from Hotterdam,
Servet, Blandrata (a personal medical
doctor of the Polish king), Valla, Gen-
tile, Alciati and Socyn, all of whom
helped shape the final doctrinal be-
liefs of the Polish Brethren Unity,
Someof them lived in Poland. Some of
them correaponded with the denizena
of Poland from foreign countries. The
Folish Brethren Unity developed in-
tengive dialogues with the intellectual
gants of the day-Descartes, Tvchon,
Kepler, Gassendi, and Grotius, These
dialogues were published throughout
Europe. They were studied by the
English physicist, Sir Isaac Newton,
the Dutch philosopher, Spinosa, and
the English thinker, John Lock. A
compilation of these works was pub-
lished in the Netherlands as “Bilblio-
theca Fratrum Polonorum®™,

As principles, the Polish Brethren
Unity accepted antitrinitariem, hu-
manism and rationalism. They uti-
lized an analytical method for study-
ing the Blble. They used the Serip-
tures as a basis for their belief ayatem
and as a means for which to live their
lives. They did not attempt to use it to
build a dogma. This resulted in a
multiplicity of currents within the
Falish Brethren Unity. Some mem-
bers believed in two gods-Adonai and
Yeshua. Some believed in the Holy
Trinity. Some of them studied Juda-
ism and kept the Sabbath, Pacifism
wis one of the generally accepted
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terets of the faith, A tolerance for a
mixture of ideas and beliefs existed.
This sttitude, full of fmendship, co-
operation and honor for the opinions
of others enabled discussions. This
tolerance enabled them to achieve an
agreement in the basic theclogical
matters of the church, In 1600, bout
forty vears after the meeting in
Krakow, the Polish Brethren Unity
became the firet movemnent in Europe
which did not agree with the Catholic
dogma of the Holy Trinity and pro-
tested the persecutions, religious in-
tolerance and antisemitism (1), It was
the beginning of the Unitanan move
ment.

The Polish Brethren drew their atten-
tion during the comparative study of
the Seriptures on the distorted char-
acter of the basic dogmas of Chris-
tianity. The Christian philsophy de
veloped after 324 A.D. It was a philo-
gophical system which secepted the
basic notions of Ancient Greek phile
sophy and applied them to interpret
hiblical events. However, the Scrip-
tures are 8 moral set. Christianity,
grafted at the beginning with Juds-
ism quickly forgot that the Torahisa
fragment of natural Jewish histery.
The change of the Ten Command-
ments {324 A.D. in Nicea) was the first
perious sin of Chnstianity agsinst
God. It caused the Jewish people to
never accept Christianity. Itled to the
establishment of Arianism and Ca:
tholicism (2). The Polish Brethren Uni-
ty stayed connected ideologically with
Arianism and continued its tradi-
tions.

The Polish Brethren founded a Uni-
versity in Rakowin 160{. At thattime
Rokow was a smell country. After
peveral years, the university develop-
ed an excellent reputation far superior
to that of the Catholic schools at
that time, and as a consequence, it
attracted young people from all over
Europe. The printing firm that waa
eatablished at the university pub-
lished the results of their findings in
almost every Europenn language,
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Special financial programs enabled
the poor to study at the university,

The experience and methodological
achievements of The Arian Univers-
tv were used one hundred and fifly
veara later when the Polish educa-
tional commitiee established a pro-
gram for the Polish pnmary schools.

The ideas of tolerance, brotherhood,
human co-operation, freedom and e-
guality found a place in the Polish
Constituton from 1791 on.

Achievementa of the Polish Breth:
ren exerted an influence on the nation.
al culture. The first Polish grammar
was written by the Frenchman, Plotr
Statoriug, The German, Stegmann in-
troduced fractions to Polish mathe-
matics. Tranalations of the Seriptures
were rendered from original langu-
ages, Hebrew and ancient Greek by
Srymon Budny. He compared differ-
ent translations and came to the con-
clugion that il 18 necessary to inter:
pret biblical events using historical
knowledge as a guideline. Many of the
Polish Brethren knew Hebrew and
Greek, and they read the Scriptures in
their original languages. The German
Schmalz, together with the Pole,
Hieronim Moskorzowski, wrote Kate-
chizm Rakowski (The Doctrinal Be
liefs of the Polish Brethren Unity).
Samuel Preypkowski, an expertin the
field of relationships between state
and church suggested a separation of
the two institutions.

The social activity that developed
as a function of their theological be-
liefs was a key ingredient in their
faith. Everybody who lived in the com-
munity had a job, food, place to live
and social care. The Brethren under-
stood their spiritual developmentina
very practical way. Because of this
attitude they were known in all of
Europe.

In 1656, after a tragic war with
Sweden aver independence, the Catho-
lic Church hierarchy accused the Pol-
ish Brethren Unity of treason and
demanded banishment. The Polish
Parliament working under the super-
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vigion of the new Catholic kang con-
siderad two possibilities: to banish the
Polish Brethren or to banish Jewish
people because both social groups
were hated by governing Catholic
centers, This time the Polish Parlia-
ment decided to banish The Polish
Brethren Unity, The only alternative
was to convert to Catholicism. About
fifty to seventy thousand Polish Ari-
ansemigrated to the Netherlands and
Transylvania (Romania and Hun-
gary.) Since that time, the Catholic
Church, having no serious opponents
in Poland became very pelf-serving.
This was one of the reasons why
Poland lost its independence. This
wad a greal national tragedy. Before
Poland wae divided into three parts
hetween Russin, Prussin and Austria
all of which were under the rule of the
Cathohie Church, This church exerted
sptronp influence on human minds
bringing peuple up in intolerance and
ignorance. One third of the Polish
territory belonged to the Catholie
Church and provided money for this
activity. A big part of this fortune
belonged to the Polish Brethren hefore
they had toleave the Polish Kingdom.

The Polish Brethren Unity continu-
ed activity abroad until the eighteen-
th century investigating the princi-
ples of the spiritual development of
man according to the Seriptures.
Andrze] Wiszowaty published the re-
sults of those investigations in the
Netherlands in his book Religio Ra-
tionalis. In this way the ideas of the
Polish Brethren led to the creation of
the International Unitarian Move.
ment, people believing in only one
Crod, the God of Israel.

Resumption of the Polish Brethren
Unity oceurred in Poland in 1930 in
Krakow. The Lutheran pastor, Karol
Gryse-Smilowski, arranged meetings
and discusmions to arcuse the Chris-
tiana interest in the Polish Brethren
idens. He wrote o book Z Ziemi Swiste)
Nowoczesne Wierze and published it
before World War 11

In its present form the Polish Breth-
ren Unity has existed ginee 1984, It is
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interesting that the doctrine of the
Unity as a philosophica] svetem does
not exist at all. The Scriptures are &
source of epiritual development and
determine the moral norme. The For
lish Brethren Unity is a small, Sab-
bathkeeping group of about 100 mem-
bers under the authorty of Robert
Kisiel. However, the community has a
custom to invite everybody who
wants to diseuss the topics of Judaism
and Christianity. It ennbles a coopera-
tion between Jews and other people
looking for their own way to God. This
organization has contacts with be
lisvers in the US, Canada, Ukraine
and Germany.

The main task of the Polish Breth.
ren Unity presently is studying the
Scriptures with a consciousness that
Christianity ia grafted with the
history of Israel. Everybody who ap-
pears to be & Christian ought to know
that Yeshua was a Jew and that the
higtory of the Jewish nation was not
completed with Christ's death! The Po-
lish Brethren Unity is interested in
the religious freedom in Poland which
to thia day is threatened by the politi-
cal activity of the Catholic Church.
Studying and teaching about the Bib-
lical roota of the Church of God 18 a
form of activity against Anti-Semi-
tism in this country. The Polish Breth-
ren try to be & bridge betwesn Jew

and Christians,

The most important echievement
hesides abserving the Sabbatha, new
moons and annual feasts, is the activi-
ty of praying. The prayers are like
those of ancient larael (Ezra 3, 10-13}
Many come to have a apiritual rest on
the Sabbath and to find a new balance
in life. People who have serious trou-
bles, who are alcohol and drug a-
busers, prisoners, homeless people,
children from the familiea threatened
by social pathology can find under-
atanding and help. Although the or-
ganization in poor, it triea to realize
the most beautiful human ideals. The
Polish Brethren understand that eve-
ryvbody who wanta to say he isa Chrig-
tinn should keep in mind the follow-
ing words: 1 myself will show him all
that he must go through for my
name's sake” (Acts 9, 15-16),

Please do not hesitate to write let-
ters for the purpose of exchanging
ideas or to vigit the Polish Brethren
Unity in Poland to deliver a lecturo on
the topics of Judaism or Christianity!
Write to them at: 50 - 950 Wroclaw, Skr
Poczt. - P. O, Box 855, Polska, Poland.
References: (1) Chmaj Ludwik Bracia Polacy-
Lodsie, idee, wplywy, 1953, PWN Wars-
ZAWR.

{2) Wierusz - Kowalski Wladyslaw, Dzieje
wezesnego chrzescijanstwa I-W wieku,
1935, EAW Wladyayalaw,

A Sabbathkeeping High School

_ I youhaveteenage children orgrandchildren, perhaps you've wonder.
edif thereisan alternative to the school they're now sttending, Perhaps
. you've wished they had more opportunities to meet other young people of .

like faith. Consider Spring Vale Academy—a coed, boarding high

~ achool, located in central Michigan. Spring Vale has been offering &

~ guality education based on Christian values since 1946.
» A Babbathkeeping environmoent » High academic standards
& Well-rounded curriculum = Comprehensive Bible clisses
* Smpll classes; individunl nttention * Festival observanoe reapected
* Sports and music —without Sabbath conflict )
Your teenager will enjoy the Christian atmosphere at Spring Vale and
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4150 Soulh M-52 Dept. TSS » Owoesa, M1 48867
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Polish Group Seeks
Help with Ministry

Unily of the Polish Brethren, a
amnall, Sabbathkeeping group of a
bout 50 members 18 secking help to
renovide a building they intend to uee
ng 0 communily minietry cenler in
Wroclow,

Orver n yenr ngo, President Robert
Kiniel wrote, "We noticed this place
nhoul three years ngo and officiale
nllowed ua to take care of 1L L was
badly dnmaged ingide, The slate
wnn nol intorealed in the building
after World War 11, We prepared Lhe
hinll for pervices, We nre very anlisfied
with this building and want to stay
there and make iln center. We wantlo
help old, poor, aleoholics, drug ad-
dicts nnd keep roomes for them there
We drenm aboul a librory, o kitchen,
kindergarten nand achool for children,
We wanlt to cultivale the groundes and
have nnimals. Thereis enovgh space
inpide and outside, We know that we

will net find a beltor meeting place
and there is no other aolution for us
here, but we have no money to rebuild
it completaly, We trust that God has
believera who will reactand help us to
rebuild i

According to Drother Kigiel, the
building islocated in n henutiful guite
green aren of their lown, close by the
river, where haplisms can be per-
formed,

For n while Unity of the DPolish
Brethren (UFB) eooperated with the
Sabbath Day Christinn Chuarch of
Poland (affiliated with the SDB
World Federation). They had com.
mon services, haptisms, lectures, nnd
organizational meetings. However,
UPRs tenchings regarding epeaking
in tongues and other gifts of the apirit
hecnme contraversinl and coopera-
tion wasa broken off,

Pregident Kisiel wriles that UPR

Moemboers of Unity of the Polish Brethren gnthered on the front sateps
of the building they hope ean become theirs for minialry; Paslor
Hobert Kisie! twith Bible) nnd his wile are in the fronl row,
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lins had contacts with Brother Wagia
from the Judaic-Christian Church of
Proselytes (from the USSR, and
that they mainlnin correspondence
with believers especially from the
U.SA, Their regular Sabbath sery.
ieen conpigl of preaching the Word,
proyers, singing and prajsing (od's
glory, which ia followed by an agape
“mend of love,! Daring this time they
ead nnd fellowship and talk to people
inlerested in the Word of God. They
alip have prayer meelings and ape
einl services conneeted with the Lord's
Supper, nnnonl fensts, and new moons
i seir building. They make an effort
Lo help ane another and Lo provide
their neighbors with Tood clothing,
andd ooy

Iir. Kazamicrs .]rH]ku‘.'.'H:‘.IIJI 1.‘1'ufl ]
gor il e University of Lublin wha
hoe frequently tranalated TSS arti
elea into Polish, reporis that some
members of UPR have accepted the
nnnual Sabbatheand the sncred name
tenching. While heis not aympathetic
{a their chariematic practices, Dr.
Jodkewshi belicves they are a legiti:

mate ministry “very engaged in
preaching the Gospel and all truths
they accept aa Hiblical,”

After a visit Lo Poland early in 1990,

Fd Saunders, chairman of the Aposto-

lie Church of God Tth Day in British
Columbie, and his wile reported that
they "found (Unity of Palish Dreth.
ren) to be very sincere believers wheo
trace their history to o movemant at
the time of the Heformation, We saw
the buildings which they winh Lo
purchasge, and we would like to help
them purchase these buildings, but
our misaion commitmonts are oo
heavy ab presont Lo underlole nny
further projects. So we would recom
mend to anyene whao wishes Lo naalat
these brethren that it would ba o
worthy cnuse”

With appropriste financial sup
port, United of the Polish Brethren
can Lake legol posseasion of the build
ing from the state and begin develop-
ing it for ministry. Any brethren inter-
eated in helping with thia project mny
write Lo the Unity of the Polish Hreth
ren at skr. poczt. 655, 50-950 Wroclaw

Front of the building the Polish Brethren would like (o convert Lo n
minigtry center in Wroclnw,
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